[Expressions of cystic fibrosis transmembrane conductance regulator in epithelial cells of nasal polyps and normal turbinate mucosae].
To investigate the role of cystic fibrosis transmembrane conductance regulator (CFTR) in human nasal polyps. CFTR were studied in 28 cases of nasal polyps and 7 cases of normal turbinate mucosae with immunochemistry staining. (1) CFTR was detected in the two tissues and localized mainly in epithelial cells and secretory cells. Its staining showed a more prominent feature in nasal polyps than in normal turbinate mucosae. CFTR showed a typical apical distribution in the normal turbinate mucosae whereas, in the nasal polyps, CFTR demonstrated the other pattern of localization comprising cytoplasmic distribution and typical apical location. (2) Both the CFTR staining intensity of apical and cytoplasmic distribution in the epithelial cell layer from nasal polyps were higher than those from turbinates (P < 0.05, P < 0.05 respectively). Over expression and dysfunction of the chloride channels CFTR may play a role in the formation of nasal polyps.